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Guide to the Consultation Platform 
 
This guide offers suggestions about how to approach the public consultation of the  
Draft 1 revised FSC US National Forest Stewardship Standard, including what to 
prioritize, and provides a full index of all sections included in the consultation platform. 
 
For the best user experience, FSC recommends using the consultation platform on a 
laptop or desktop computer instead of a tablet or other mobile device, if possible. This 
allows for easier referencing of the context information (yellow background). On a wider 
screen, the context information appears to the left of the associated consultation 
questions, instead of below them. 
 
How to Use Your Time Efficiently 

• If your time is very limited, and you only have a few hours to dedicate to this 
consultation, we suggest that you focus on the issues (in the “Issue Sections”) that are 
most important to you. This would likely include reviewing the context information 
provided for that issue, reviewing the sections of the standard that are identified in the 
context information, and then responding to the consultation question specific to that 
issue. 

• If you can dedicate a full day to this consultation, we suggest that you first consider the 
above, and then focus on the targeted questions for each Principle, possibly prioritizing 
the Principles based on topics that are more important to you. This feedback will greatly 
assist the Standard Development Group on issues for which they believe they need 
additional input before making further decisions about revisions to the Standard. 

• If you have several days that you can invest in this consultation, we encourage you to 
more thoroughly review the full standard, potentially prioritizing the Principles and 
annexes based on topics that are more important to you. 

Regardless of the time that you are able to dedicate to this consultation, we greatly appreciate 
your input. Our goal is to deliver a standard that is both best-in-class and achievable by 
streamlining the existing standard and addressing a number of priority issues, identified below. 
To help achieve this goal, we will need clear, actionable input from an informed and diverse set 
of stakeholders during this consultation. Your participation makes this possible. Thank you! 
 
Index of Consultation Platform Sections 
Note that at the bottom of each page, there is a gray drop-down list of all of the sections (either 
between, or just below, the green “Previous Section” and “Next Section” buttons) that allows you 
to jump to any section at any time. A list of these sections is also provided on the next pages. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: When you have completed entering your comments, you must jump to the 
final section (i.e., ‘Thank you & Submit Comments’) and press the ‘Submit’ button for your 
comments to be formally submitted. 
You may save and return to your comments before you formally submit them. You may also 
return and edit your comments after formally submitting them until the end of the consultation 
period. 
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Introductory Section 
1. Background Information 

Briefly describes the process, provides important information for the respondent, and 
requests information about the respondent 

 
Issue Sections 
Each section describes the issue, describes how it was addressed and requests feedback on 
how the issue was addressed. 

2. Issue: Forest Workers 
3. Issue: Indigenous Peoples’ Rights, Local Communities’ Rights & Free, Prior, and 

Informed Consent 
4. Issue: Representative Sample Areas 
5. Issue: Conservation Areas Network 
6. Issue: FSC US Regions & Regional Requirements 
7. Issue: High-grading & Other Exploitative Practices 
8. Issue: Climate Change 
9. Issue: High Conservation Values 

Principle-Specific Sections 
Each Principle begins with any specific questions from the Standard Development Group for 
indicators or topics associated with the Principle. Then, respondents are provided with a 
framework for sharing any indicator-specific comments, or other comments regarding the 
Principle. Finally, there are consultation questions for annexes associated with that Principle. 

10A. Principle 1: Targeted Questions 
10B. Principle 1: Indicator-Specific Comments 
10C. Annex C: Applicable Laws, Regulations & Nationally Ratified Agreements 
10D. Annex D: Dispute Resolution Process 
11A. Principle 2: Targeted Questions 
11B. Principle 2: Indicator-Specific Comments 
11C. Annex E: Training for Workers 
12A. Principle 3: Targeted Question 
12B. Principle 3: Indicator-Specific Comments 
12C. Annex F: Culturally Appropriate Communication & Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent 
13A. Principle 4: Targeted Questions 
13B. Principle 4: Indicator-Specific Comments 
14A. Principle 5: Targeted Question 
14B. Principle 5: Indicator-Specific Comments 
15A. Principle 6: Targeted Questions 
15B. Principle 6: Indicator-Specific Comments 
15C. Annex G: Representative Sample Area Methodology 
15D. Annex H: Conservation Areas Network 
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15E. Annex I: Plantation vs. Natural and Semi-Natural Forest 
16A. Principle 7: Targeted Question 
16B. Principle 7: Indicator-Specific Comments 
16C. Annex L: Climate Change Toolkit 
17A. Principle 8: Targeted Question 
17B. Principle 8: Indicator-Specific Comments 
17C. Annex J: Monitoring Topics 
18A. Principle 9: Indicator-Specific Comments 
18B. Annex K: High Conservation Values Framework 
19A. Principle 10: Targeted Questions 
19B. Principle 10: Indicator-Specific Comments 

Additional Annex Sections 
For each annex that was not associated with a Principle, any specific questions from the 
Standard Development Group are asked first, and then any additional feedback on the annex is 
requested. 

20A. Annex A: Glossary – Targeted Questions 
20B. Annex A: Glossary – Term-Specific Comments 
21. Annex B: FSC US Regions Map 

Concluding Section 
22. Thank you & Submit Comments 

Provides a final opportunity for any additional comments. 
 
 


